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January 2015  Issue 27 Number 1 

        Grand Knight Message 
 

 
 

 

Happy New Year!  
 

New Years is the time to establish new goals 
and new resolutions.  It is also a time to reflect 
on what you have accomplished in the last year 
and what you want to achieve this year.  People 
all have different perspectives on 
achievements.  But only you can ascertain what 
those are.  But whatever they are, you should 
devote all your efforts in making them a reality.   January 6 
is also The Epiphany, the 12th day after Christmas where the 
three kings paid their homage to the Christ Child.  New Years 
is also a time to ponder on what you can do for the council, 

in terms of programs and activities.  Make an 
effort to get more involved with the council’s 
programs and activities and try to recruit new 
members to the council.  Last but not least, New 
Years is the perfect occasion to celebrate love, 
friendships and all the good things in life. Let's 
take the time to appreciate what 2014 has given 

us and what 2015 is about to bring. Cristina and I would like 
to wish all of you a happy, healthy and a prosperous New 
Year!

 Vivat Jesu, 
Gabe Franco - Grand Knight 

 
Family of the Month 

 

 

Brother Tony and Terri Merendino 
 

 

I am proud to name Tony and Terri Merendino 
as January’s Family of the Month.  Both Tony 
and Terri are active members of the St. Jerome 

Parish.  Tony is a lector and Terri is a Eucharistic Minister.  
Terri also coordinates trips for council members and their 
spouses to go on trips to watch plays around Virginia.  Tony 

is also an ardent supporter of bingo on Mondays and 
Thursdays, ensuring personal checks are scrutinized before 
approval. Tony also on occasion, serves as a DJ on some 
council activities.  Congratulations Tony and Terri for a job 
well done!   

 
 
 
Knight of the Month 

 
Brother Robbie DeBartolo

I am proud to name Brother Robbie DeBartolo as 
January’s Knight of the Month.  Brother Robbie is 
an active member of the Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel Church in Newport News VA.  He has been an avid 
supporter of youth events, helping out in whatever 
capacity, whether it is with setting up the Halloween 
hallway or keeping the youths occupied at the laser tag 

events.  He has also been an active scout leader, taking the 
time to give boy scouts some well-deserved fun time 
during an overnight shindig in the Knights of Columbus 
hall.  He is also a supporter of bingo operations, working 
the floors or counting instant tickets for accuracy.  
Congratulations Brother Robbie for a job well done! 
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Chaplain’s Core 

 

Holy Name of Jesus 

The month of January is dedicated to the Holy Name of Jesus, which is celebrated on January 3. The first eleven 

days of January fall during the liturgical season known as Christmas which is represented by the liturgical color 

white.  

The name "Jesus" was a common one among the Israelites at the time of Jesus' birth and it means "Yahweh saves." Among 

ancient peoples a name expressed the person's place in the universe or it could also express a man's activity or destiny. 

Jesus came to save His people from their sins." This is His special role. He saves them from the guilt of sin, by cleansing 

them in His own atoning blood. He saves them from the dominion of sin by putting in their hearts the sanctifying Spirit. 

He saves them from the presence of sin, when He takes them out of this world to rest with Him. He will save them from 

all the consequences of sin, when He shall give them a glorious body at the last day. 

The Son of God (Jesus) is content to call Himself Savior. Those seeking salvation may draw near to the Father with 

boldness, and have access with confidence through Christ. It is His role and His delight to show mercy. "For God didn't 

send his Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world should be saved through him." 

The Holy Name of Jesus is, first of all, an all-powerful prayer. Our Lord Himself solemnly promises that whatever we ask 

the Father in His Name we shall receive. God never fails to keep His word. When, therefore, we say, “Jesus,” let us ask 

God for all we need with absolute confidence of being heard. For this reason, the Church ends her prayer with the words, 

“through Jesus Christ,” which gives the prayer a new and Divine efficacy. 

Each time we say, “Jesus,” we give God infinitive joy and glory, for we offer Him all the infinitive merits of the Passion 

and Death of Jesus Christ. Each time we say “Jesus,” it is an act of perfect love, for we offer to God the infinite love of Jesus. 

As we dedicate this month of January, let’s offer our lives to the Holy Name of Jesus to ask for His protection and saving 

power as we pray:  

O God, Who didst make Thy only-begotten Son the Savior of the human race, and didst command Him to be 

called Jesus, grant propitiously that Him whose holy Name we venerate on earth, we may behold in the 

glorious vision of heaven. Who with Thee liveth and reigneth forever and ever. Amen. 

 From the Deputy Grand Knight 
 

 
Brothers, May I be one of the many to wish you and your families a very prosperous New Year.  We look back to 
the past year and make up many resolutions to improve ourselves in the coming year.  Some of these 
resolutions are kept and some will soon be broken.  Please make realistic resolutions that you can keep thus 

improving your life for the better. This is a good time to make a resolution to attend more Council activities.  There will 
be a State Mid-year meeting in Arlington, Va 0n the 17th.  The Carrabbas Fundraising Dinner (with delicious food and 
fellowship) is the night of the 20th.  A trip to Washington, D.C. for the Culture of Life March is on the 22nd.  With the 
weather still chilly, there are many activities planned for the lounge. There may be activities that I forgot, but good 
things are happening around Council 5480 and I want you to be part of it.   And so, I will end this message with a quote 
from John C. Maxwell.  "You will never change your life until you change something you do daily.  The secret of your 
success is found in your daily routine."  Again, may each of you have a very happy New Year with many possibilities 
awaiting you. 

 
Vivat Jesu, 
Dan Richard - Deputy Grand Knight 
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Fraternal Benefits Agent 
 

 

Insurance Check-Up for 2015 

Where did 2014 go? It seems like it was summer yesterday and Easter was last week. I hope you and your family had 

a great finish to 2014. Now, the first quarter of 2015 will be flying by.  

Hopefully, you’ve established a few goals for this year. I’ve learned a great tip regarding resolutions. First, write them 

down. It’s not too late if you haven’t already done this. Commit your goals to paper and post it someplace you will see 

it often. Writing down a goal is the first step towards achieving it. It may not make sense at first, but I’m sure you have 

heard stories of the success this simple task can bring. Whether your goal is to exercise more, give more to charity, 

read more or watch less television, you’re more likely to accomplish it if you write it down.  

Second, resolve to have an expert look at your finances. I recommend that you have a team of experts help you, and I 

would love to be the first you sit with. Let’s schedule some time to meet together, and I, your professional Knights of 

Columbus insurance agent, will provide an “insurance check-up” (at no cost!) that will evaluate any gaps in your 

family’s life insurance protection. Now might be the perfect time to fill those gaps, not later. Keep in mind that unlike 

many other products, you don’t just need money to obtain life insurance; you also need good health, and no one 

knows when your health could change.  

Did I mention my check-up is free of charge? When was the last time you received something for free that could 

provide value to you and your family for generations? Call me today.  

Todd Curtis, FIC Phone – (757) 847-9981 - Email – Todd.Curtis@kofc.org 

Chancellor’s Corner 

 

Congratulations to the Six Brothers that joined the order on December 9, 2014!  
Fraternally Yours, Jonathan Sargent, Chancellor 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
NOCTURNAL ADORATION - Blessed Sacrament Chapel (OLMC):  

Join us on the FIRST FRIDAY (10 PM – 6 AM) for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  The Holy Hour consists of Powerful Readings, Silent and 
Recited prayer. The next Nocturnal Adoration is the weekend of January 2 - 3. Join brother Knights and their families as we prepare to meet 
the Lord.  Many of our loyal and dedicated members have passed or are getting older.  We need some help on the early morning hours. No 
need to make a long term commitment - choose any hour, you will be surprised and gratified.  Families are encouraged to attend anytime. 

 
 
 
 

L-R- Brothers Chris Shelton (Council 5480), Austin Farinholt 

(5480), Paul Blanchette (11781), Alex Layman (5480), 

Salavador Moreno (11781), David Taylor (5480) 

Grand Knight Gabe Franco announces that  
the degree honoree is  

Past Grand Knight Carroll Kelley 

Media Source: Public Relations Director - PGK David Litzinger 

mailto:Todd.Curtis@kofc.org
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Roaring Knights 
Bartender Schedule 

Knights Den 
Lounge Information 

 
J A N U A R Y  A N N I V E R S A R I E S  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

JAMES & KATHLEEN HOOKER   2 
ELIAS & ALMA S. PELAEZ JR   2 
KEVIN & SANDRA BEEBE   3 
VIRGILIO & AMPARO MANALO  3 
ERIC & CATHY THEISLEN   3 
GEORGE & JUDITH ANNE GOUNLEY  5 
KIET & KIM VAN NGUYEN   6 
RAYMOND & MARY SCHRECENGOST 7 
RICHARD & MADELENE CONWAY  8 
ROBERT & ANNIE TARDIF   8 

BERT & SAKO BRAZA    9 
JOSE & JENNIFER RIVERA   9 
JAMES & BECKY TOBLER   10 
MICHAEL & FRANCESCA MANNOIA  11 
GEORGE & TERRY JACOBS   12 
STEPHEN & JAYNE TAYLOR   12 
LOUIS & BARBARA FRATICELLI  14 
MICHAEL& KAREN SKIBBE   19 
JOHN & ANN PIZZANO    22 
MICHAEL & MARY LIGHTFOOT  23 

ANTHONY & SUSAN LONG   24 
MICHAEL & EDNA CREAMER   25 
CHARLES & HELEN TIEDEKEN  26 
MICHAEL & LISA BURKE   28 
THOMAS & JANIS WALTZ   28 
TERRY & JOSEPHINE PARISHER SR.  29 
DANIEL & KATHLEEN BERGERON  30 
LOUIS & CATHERINE LUTH III   30 
REMO & LINA S. D'ANTONIO   31 
RODNEY & LORI RHOADES   31 

 
 
 

Issam N Abi Saab   2 
John J Hoesli    2 
Jeffrey R Sylvia    2 
Tom J Skubic    3 
Neil B Rosenbaum   6 
Philip B Thatch   6 
Robert E Blymyer   7 
Carlos A Generoso   7 
Chi Nguyen    7 
Stephen Cairns    8 
Herbert W Collins   8 
Howard P Knefel   8 
Kiet Q Nguyen    10 
Jose L Reyes    10 

Johnny J Ritchard   11 
Michael J Skibbe   11 
Ian V Leung    12 
Fernando L Llanos   12 
Charles D Smith   12 
Joseph A Brincat   13 
Henry H Estrella   13 
Daniel E Bergeron   15 
Harris C Cairns    15 
James L Francis   16  
Jess W Hall    16 
Joel David Mc Lean   16 
Dr Mark J Kanter   18 
Ronald P Mccoy   18 

Anthony D Rago   18 
Felix Hilario Mauricio  20 
Felix Maurillo    20 
Stephen A Wos    20 
Vincent A Anania   21 
Donald P Shannon   21 
Michael D Tietjens   21 
John Arendas    22 
Larry H Dryden   22 
Roberto A Henriquez  23 
Rev Jack R Larkin   23 
Stanley T Skora   24  
Edward J Curran   25 
James O Dynes    25 

Robert T Criner   26 
William C Dunn   27 
Donald D Kleopfer   27 
Richard A Myott Jr   27 
William L Burke   28 
Thomas H Cook   29 
Richard L Wahlert   29 
Michael D Harris   30 
Robert E Mason Jr   30 
Daniel W Poulin   30 
Rev Paul E Schweizer 31 
 

 

 

  

Early News from the Knights Den… 
During Lent, February 18 – March 27, the Lounge 

will open up on Fridays at 7:30 PM instead of 7 
PM.  Please support and attend Stations of the 

Cross, soup dinners at your church…then come by 
the lounge to socialize and enjoy a light dessert, 

coffee and each other’s company!  Holy Thursday, 
Good Friday, Easter Sunday, April 2 – 5, the 

Lounge will be closed to observe this very Holy 
weekend.  Have a Blessed Lent and Easter! 

 
For All Lounge Rentals, Please Contact: 

Lewis Stokes (PGK) 
Lounge Manager 

Phone: 757-872-7840 
Email: lssyms@verizon.net 

 
 
 

 

JAN Day Description Bartenders 

2 Tuesday Assembly Meeting Howard, Debart 
5 Friday Game Knight Clements, Daughtery 
6 Saturday Gerlach Rental Stokes 
7 Sunday Smart Ones Rental Stokes 
9 Tuesday Council Meeting Kelley, Humphrey 
12 Friday Tournament 

Championships 
Rios, Wojtas 

13 Saturday Council Christmas 
Party 

Stokes, Rios 

14 Sunday TI AMO Merendino, Stokes 
19 Friday Dessert Exchange Davulco, TBA 
21 Sunday OSIA Rios 
23 Tuesday Council Meeting Carota, Silva, Wotke 

 

If a knight is interested in tending bar or cannot make it 
to bartend please call Alberto Rios at 814-5393 or 

riostoto@aol.com 
 

HOWARD, DEBARTOLO 

mailto:riostoto@aol.com
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JANUARY 2015  
 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  
New Year’s Day 

2  
Lounge Closed 

3  
Holy Name Of 

Jesus 

4  
4 PM 

Ladies Afternoon 
Tea  

5  
 

6  
Epiphany 

 
6:30 PM 

Assembly 
Meeting & 

Potluck; Renewal 
of Obligations 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
6:45 PM 

Birthday Knight 

10  
8:30 AM 

Men’s 
Conference 
(Richmond) 

11  
Religious 

Freedom Day 
(Fredericksburg) 

 
TI AMO 

12  
 

13  
7:30 PM 

Council Meeting 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
6:45 PM 

Game Knight 

17  
9 AM 

Adopt-a-spot 
 

Virginia State 
KofC Mid-Year 

Meeting 
(Arlington) 

18  
Virginia State 
KofC Mid-Year 

Meeting 
(Arlington) 

19  
MLK Jr. 

Day 

20  
6 PM 

Culture of Life 
Dinner  

 
7 PM 

5480 Club 
Meeting 

21  
 

22  
March for Life 

(Wash DC) 

23  
7:30 PM 

Movie Knight 
 

Begin Again 

24  
10 Mile Run for 

the Heart 
(Yorktown) 

 
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
7:30 PM 

Council Meeting 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
7 PM 

Blues Knight 

31  
 

 
 

C u t  a l o n g  t h e  d o t t e d  l i n e  a n d  k e e p  t h e  c a l e n d a r  a t  h a n d  t o  a t t e n d  o u r  e v e n t s  

SICK, RECOVERING & DECEASED  
Brothers we ask for your prayers and support for Brothers in need of healing. We also ask for prayers for the deceased. If you are aware of a 
Brother Knight or his family member in need of our prayers, contact Clement Danish or the Grand Knight. 
 

SICK & RECOVERY: Bill McCarthy (Past State Deputy), Richard 
Marsh, Emmet McNulty, James Buckman, Jr., Leonard Waltz, Edward 
Rieke, Dale Cruz, Stephen Jernigan (son of Dean), Cornelius Mitchell, 
Conner Steele (son of Sean), Stan Zduniak, Steve D'Urso, Clair  and 
Ann Schwob, Scott Hart, Dominic Carsia, Marshall Clarke Jr., Thomas 
Marsh (brother of Richard), Mike Creamer, Rich Aleksey (Past State 
Deputy) 

DECEASED MEMBERS, RELATIVES AND FRIENDS: Helen Therese 
Adams (Mother of Brother Mark Adams), Brother Benjamin 
Rodrigo Sr., James O. Headrick (Brother Knight PGK & FDD), Alan 
Russell Watson. 

 

NAMES WILL REMAIN ON LIST FOR ONE MONTH. PLEASE RENEW YOUR PRAYER REQUEST IF CONTINUED PRAYERS ARE 
DESIRED. CALL CLEMENT DANISH (877-2751) OR THE GRAND KNIGHT WITH REQUESTS OR QUESTIONS.  

Nocturnal Adoration (OLMC) 
10 PM– 6 AM 
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E V E N T S  &  A N N O U N C E M E N T S  
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E V E N T S  &  A N N O U N C E M E N T S  
 

 

  



8 
 

 

Fr. Michael J. Bader – 2430 Assembly Directory

 

 Faithful Navigator  Faithful Inner Sentinel 
 SK Harold Hairston 877-1566  SK John Edwards 876-8386 

 Faithful Friar  SK John Silva 998-1995 

 TBD   Faithful Outer Sentinel 

 Faithful Captain  SK Jim Kazmer 877-1822 

 SK David Litzinger 719-4028  SK Ted Langevin 872-6751 

 Faithful Pilot  Color Corps Commander 

 Gabriel Franco 877-4423  SK Carroll Kelley 877-4865 

 Faithful Comptroller  Sick and Distress 

 SK Jonathan Sargent 766-6293  SK Tony Merendino 872-7113 

 Faithful Purser  Trustees 

 SK Wilfred Wotke 877-3316  1 Yr – SK Kiet Nguyen 833-7943 

 Faithful Scribe  2 Yr – SK Chuck Olson 867-7878 

 SK Rick Schirm 310-3242  3 Yr – SK Louis Federico 870-0573 

 Faithful Admiral    
 SK Thai Nguyen 232-0889    

From the Faithful Navigator 

 
Let us celebrate as we reflect! 
This is the time for reflection as well as celebration. As we look back on the past year and all that has taken place, let 
us remember each experience for the good that has come of it and for the knowledge that we have gained. Remember 
the efforts each of you have made and the goals that we have reached as we continue to meet and achieve even higher 
goals. Let us remember the love that you have shared with family and friends and the happiness you have brought. 
Remember the laughter, the joy, the hard work and the tears. And as we reflect on the past year, also be thinking of the 
new one that is here now. This is a time for new beginnings and the celebration of life as we enter the second half of 
our fraternal year. We sincerely thank all of you for your participation and attendance at various events throughout 
the first half of this fraternal year and your support to the officers, staff and directors. We look forward to that 
continued support for a most successful winter and spring.  
 
Upcoming dates for the month! 
 January 6th – Assembly Meeting, Potluck Dinner, Renewal of Obligations. District Master Trudeau along with 

Associate District Marhal Nowak, Officers please remember to wear tuxedo w/appropriate regalia. 
 January 17-18th – State Mid-Year Meeting, Arlington, VA 
 January 20th – 4th Annual Culture of Life – Italian Night (See flyer for info) 
 January 22nd – Annual March for Life in Washington, DC. The largest civil rights event of the year. This will mark 

the 42nd anniversary of the Supreme Court Decisions in Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton. As Virginia Knights, we 
have a special place in the March for Life: we are the marshals that assist the marchers, organize the march, 
render first aid and assist the March for Life staff. You can sign up to help as a marshal using the online form at 
http://tinyurl.com/KofC2015MFL.  Be Faith In Action! 

 
Color Corps Training/Certification! 
 Training is scheduled in Yorktown on February 21st (Father John P Washington Assembly 2184, located at St. Joan 

of Arc Church) and in Hampton (site being confirmed) on March 21st. More to follow (sign-up sheets, etc.) via KN 
Blast and at the February 3rd Assembly meeting. 

 
Mark your February calendar! 
 Feb 6th – “Shag Dance Class”, featuring Louis and Deborah!  (To coincide with February Birthday Night). More to 

follow. 
 Don’t forget!  Spring Exemplification is Saturday, April 18th at Virginia Beach. 

 
Fraternally, Harold Hairston  

http://tinyurl.com/KofC2015MFL
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COUNCIL 5480 WALTER POLLARD DIRECTORY 
 

COUNCIL OFFICERS:   
Grand Knight Gabriel Franco 877-4423 
Deputy Grand Knight Dan Richard 594-9241 
Chaplain  Rev. Carlos Lerma 595-0385 
Financial Secretary Jessie Powell 595-0305 
Chancellor Jonathan Sargent 766-6293 
Warden Rick Schirm 310-3242 

Recorder  David Kerstetter 817-2473 
Treasurer  Ron Gorman 930-0311 
Advocate  Joe Drozdowski 930-3559 
 
Guards: 

  

 Inside Robert DeBartolo 286-4253 

 Inside Reco Cotton 508-1398 

 Outside Walter Troyan 988-1436 

 Outside Stanley Baker 725-0576 
 
Trustees: 

  

 One Year Carroll Kelley 877-4865 

 Two Year Harol K. Hairston 877-1566 

 Three Year David Litzinger 719-4028 
   
Lecturer Marshall Clarke 939-0818 
Programs Director Dan Richard 594-9241 
Membership Director Jonathan Sargent 766-6293 
Council Director  David Kerstetter 817-2473 
   
DIRECTORS/CHAIRS: 
Church Directors: 

  

 OLMC Dave Litzinger 719-4028 

 St. Jerome Bill Allen 342-9971 

 Queen of Peace Mike Lennartz 234-0886 

 St. Vincent Marshall Clark 930-0818 

 Immaculate 
Conception 

David Brin 851-0907 

   
Family Director VACANT  
CNU/CCM Liaison John Edwards 876-8386 
Youth Director Vahwere Kavota 755-6917 
Youth Outreach David Kerstetter 872-0624 
Youth Outreach Dean Jernigan  
SQUIRES Tom Clark (469)236-1529 

Athletics Rick Schirm 310-3242 
Community Director Lewis Stokes 872-7840 
Culture of Life Chair Harold K. Hairston 877-1566 
Pro-Life Chairman Leonard Waltz 569-9308 
Health Services Leonard Carota 877-6993 
Vocations Chairman Steve D’Urso 877-2189 
Public Relations David Litzinger 249-0649 
Knightly News Editor David Farrell 778-0337 

Recruitment Chair Jonathan Sargent 766-6293 
Retentions Chairman Ron Gorman 930-0311 
Insurance Promotion Todd Curtis 847-9981 
KOVAR Co-Chairmen: 
 Fort Eustis George Hart 874-7363 

 OLMC Jessie Powell 595-0305 

 St. Jerome Carroll Kelley 877-4865 
   

KCIC Chairman Jim Healy 867-5145 
Charities Jim Hooker 596-4765 
Adopt-A-Spot Stanley Baker 725-0576 
Boy Scout Liaison Jonathan Sargent 766-6293 
Nocturnal Adoration Dave Mazary 881-9332 
Widows & Orphans Tony Merendino 872-7113 
Sick & Distress Clement Danish 877-2751 

Scheduling Bernie Gerlach 877-0126 
District Deputy Thai Nguyen 233-0889 
District Warden Kenny Kyle 874-3757 
Food Service Colleen Messier 344-7630 

 
Church Bulletins: 

  

 OLMC Eileen Mazary 595-0385 x116 

 St. Jerome Gemma Kerstetter 877-5021 

 St. Vincent de 
Paul 

Jeannie Klump 245-4234 

 Queen of Peace Mike Lennartz 234-0886 
   
5480 CLUB, INC: 
President Jessie Powell (PGK) 595-9305 
Vice President Jonathan Sargent (703)304-3528 

Secretary Ron Gorman 930-0311 
Treasurer Joseph Drozdowski 930-3559 
Grand Knight Gabriel Franco 877-4423 
Faithful Navigator Harold K. Hairston 877-1566 
Past President Lewis Stokes 872-7840 
 
Directors:  

  

 3 Yrs. Dean Jernigan  

 3 Yrs. Carroll Kelley 877-4865 

 2 Yrs.  Bernie Gerlach 877-0126 

 2 Yrs. Rick Schirm 310-3242 

 1 Yrs. John Clements 595-5083 

 1 Yrs. Jim Kazmer 877-1822 
Chairmen:   

 Building & 
Grounds 

Jonathan Sargent (703)304-3528 

 Lounge Manager Lewis Stokes (PGK) 872-7840 

 Rental Agent Bernie Gerlach (FDD) 877-0126 

 Kitchen Manager Lewis Stokes (PGK) 872-7840 

T h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  f o r  t h e  i n f o r ma t i o n  o f  W a l t e r  P o l l a r d  C o u n c i l  5 4 8 0  me mb e r s  a n d  d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e f l e c t  t he  v i e w s  o f  S u p r e me  C o u n c i l ,  

K n i g h t s  o f  C o l u mb u s ,  o r  C o u n c i l ,  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f f i c e r s

 

 


